
Extreme Risk Protective Orders and Reducing Intimate Partner Homicides

Problem Statement 

Domestic violence (DV) and intimate partner vio-
lence (IPV) range from physical, emotional, sexual, 
mental, and verbal abuse from either a person in the 
same domestic household of a person or a person who 
wants to be intimate with another person. DV and IPV 
can have lasting consequences on a woman’s health, 
including emotional trauma, lasting physical injuries, 
and chronic pain, and even death.1 Statistics show that 
having guns in a household increases the perpetrator’s 
possibility of using a firearm in their violence towards 
a victim. Almost half of the adult homicides per year 
are from DV situations, and often guns are the weapon 
of choice.2 

Status of Literature

Utah has had a higher rate of DV compared to national 
rates. Nationally one in four women will experience 
DV or IPV in their lifetime, and in Utah, one in three 
will experience DV or IPV.2 The repercussions of DV 
are significant. 42% of adult homicides since 2000 in 
Utah have been related to DV, children witness 22% of 
DV homicides, and guns are commonly the weapon of 
choice for male perpetrators in DV homicide.2 Un-
derstanding these statistics is even more critical today 
because many people, including Utahns, have been 
more isolated and at home with abusive partners due 
to COVID-19. Evans (2020) is calling for additional 
research around the impact of COVID-19 and increas-
ing DV rates. However, anecdotally, there appears to 
be higher rates of DV due to many of the COVID-19 
restrictions ranging from social distancing, isolation, 
quarantine, and shelter in place.3 When we can un-

derstand the impact of the COVID-19 and DV, we 
can provide better services and programs to support 
victims.

With over 70% of female homicides in Utah being 
related to domestic violence, concerns about provid-
ing more protection for women is an essential part 
of social policy legislation.4 Individuals experiencing 
domestic violence are often at high risk of death by 
intimate partner homicide. In homes where domestic 
violence is occurring, the presence of a firearm in the 
home increases the risk of a woman being murdered 
by their male intimate partner to 500%.5 Furthermore, 
50% of all intimate partner homicides were committed 
with a gun, indicating that guns are the primary weap-
on used in intimate partner homicides.5

Call to Action

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) addresses 
individuals convicted of domestic violence and the 
possession of a firearm, but there is no language about 
relinquishing firearms.5 Ultimately, gun ownership is 
considered a state’s right, and Utah’s recent legislative 
session passed H.B. 229, marketing the bill as a suicide 
prevention act, including specific language about a 
requirement to relinquish firearms.6 The law requires 
that individuals have the option of surrendering fire-
arms to law enforcement when the protective order is 
served or within 24 hours to a federally licensed fire-
arms dealer.6 Although this does provide relinquish-
ment language, there is a significant gap of 24 hours 
where a domestic violence victim could be murdered 
by their partner before turning their guns in. Further-
more, the law doesn’t include specific language for
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victims of domestic violence. The best way for con-
cerned community members to support extreme risk 
protective orders is to reach out to local legislators to 
make sure Utah’s extreme risk protective orders in-
clude specific language about relinquishment of fire-
arms in cases of DV and IPV, as well as require that 
firearms are surrendered only and immediately 

when the order is served to the respondent. In addi-
tion, people in Utah can work with UDVC to ensure 
that DV and IPV victims can have the protection and 
safety they deserve especially during the times of na-
tional crisis. Such as our current COVID-19 pandemic, 
when many legal processes and hearings are becoming 
delayed.
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